OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
APRIL 30, 2015
1:15 PM

St. Charles Parish Extension Office
1313 Paul Maillard Road, Suite, E
Luling, Louisiana  70070

PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Skains called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M and gave the invocation and then led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Caitlin Lambert.
Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Reggie Skains, Chairman; Mr. George Guillory, Vice-Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/Treasurer; Mr. Randell Fletcher; Mr. Ed Yerger; Mr. Ruben Dauzat and Dr. Rogers Leonard.
Members absent: None
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Mr. Kevin Norton, USDA-NRCS, State Conservationist; Mr. Scott Edwards, USDA-NRCS, ASC, Partner and Initiative Coordination; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC Executive Director; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Faran Dietz, OSWC/Capital SWCD; and Ms. Caitlin Lambert, LDAF-OSWC.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Skains asked for public or Commission member’s comments regarding the Commission’s March 24, 2015 minutes and there were none.  Chairman Skains said, if there were no comments, then he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the March 24, 2015 State Commission Meeting as mailed.  
Motion:  Mr. Fletcher made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the March 24, 2015 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda. 
NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement    
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review the Farm Bill Agreement with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the Farm Bill program is up and running and the districts have earned sixty-seven percent of the total allocation.  He said even with a late start six districts have already earned one-hundred percent of their allocations and six districts have earned over ninety percent of their allocations.  He said a couple of districts are not earning any of their funds and we will watch those districts closely and if necessary redistribute any unused funds to other districts with larger Farm Bill Program workloads.  

State Funding
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that there has not been any changes in the proposed budget for the OSWC or the Soil and Water Conservation Districts.  He said the administration has proposed a cut in district funding of about four percent for fiscal year 2015-2016. Mr. Spicer said the house Appropriations Committee has not indicated at this time if they will make additional cuts to the Soil and Water Conservation Budget.   He said the Committee is far from reaching an agreement on how they will arrive at a balanced state budget.
District Supervisors Election – June 13, 2015

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to report on this item.  Mr. Spicer said that twenty-two petitions for the supervisor June 13, 2015 election were received and seventeen are in the mail.  He said that all of the petitions received to date were checked to determine that each contained the required minimum of twenty-five signatures, and the signatures were certified by the local Registrar of Voters as being qualified voters within each nominee’s district.  Mr. Spicer said none of these thirty-nine districts submitted more than one nominating petition, therefore eliminating the need for an election in those districts.  He said we will not know until all of the Nominating Petitions are received if any of the districts will be required to hold an election. 

Mr. Spicer said that five districts, New River, Lower Delta, Feliciana, Dugdemona and Bodcau have not submitted a Nominating Petition yet.  He said the OSWC has been contacting these five SWCDs and were told that petitions from Lower Delta and Feliciana are in the mail but the New River and Bodcau SWCDs secretaries are not sure if their supervisor has mailed the Nominating Petition or not and these secretaries are contacting their supervisor again to remind them that the petition must be postmarked by April 30, 2015.  The Dugdemona secretary was also contacting her supervisor, Mr. Bruce Frazier, who has been ill, to remind him of the April 30th deadline.   
Ethics Reminders: Training & May 15th deadline for Financial Disclosures
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to report on this item.  Mr. Spicer said included in the Commissioner’s packets is a reminder of the annual Ethics Financial Disclosure Form to be submitted to the Ethics Board by May 15th and the one-hour Ethics Training. He said most members will use the Tier 2.1 Form 417 unless they serve on another board that requires completing a higher Tier form. Mr. Spicer said when Commissioners are mailing forms to the Ethics Board, they should use certified mail so as to have a receipt for proof of mailing or if the form is faxed, keeps the sheet showing the fax was received. 
Mr. Spicer said if you attend a one-hour Ethics training seminar you will not receive an Ethics Training Attendance Certificate like you would receive if you had taken the training online, but your name will be on their website with the date of the training and the place it was held.  He said you can search for your name approximately ninety days after the date of the training and print that page; it will serve as the certificate to be emailed to our office later in the year.

2015 Legislation
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission. Mr. Spicer said there are several bills that should be of interest to the Soil and Water Conservation Districts.  He said copies of the bills are in the Commissioners’ folders.  Mr. Spicer said Senate Bill 87 by Senator Perry if enacted would change the language in R.S. 42:1124.2.1 (A) to exempt persons serving on commissions and boards who do not receive compensation or per diem from being required to file an annual financial disclosure statement to the Ethics Board. Mr. Spicer said that he discussed this bill with Dr. Girouard Chairman of the Vermilion SWCD prior to it being filed by Senator Perry.
He said Senate Bill 281 by Senator Cortez (By Request) would if enacted provide for a tax credits against Louisiana Income Tax or Corporate Franchise Tax to landowners that require lessees of their property who grow sugar cane to recover a hundred percent of biomass waste and apply it to the land and in which case the landowner could receive a tax credit as high as $100/acre.
Mr. Spicer said SCR 46 by Senator Long states it is the right of the State of Louisiana to manage its water resources without interference from the federal government and that a copy of the resolution be forwarded to the Administration of U. S. EPA and the Commanding General and Chief of Engineers of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  He said this resolution addresses the issues associated with EPA’s efforts to change the definition of Jurisdiction Waters of the U.S.
Mr. Spicer said the last bill is HB 123 by Representative Thibaut that proposes to change the threshold from $50,000 to $100,000 of audit requirements for local government entities.  He said the bill provides that auditees receiving less than one-hundred-thousand dollars in revenues in one fiscal year shall not be required to have an audit, but must file the district’s financial records and a certification of revenues with the Legislative Auditor Office indicating that it only received less than one-hundred-thousand dollars in revenues in one fiscal year.  Mr. Spicer said also provided to the Commission members is a copy of a resolution sent to the 44 SWCDs by Mr. Price Gary with the Upper Delta SWCD requesting district board to contact their legislators asking them to support HB123.  He said the bill is moving through the legislative process and it appears it has a good chance of being enacted into law.  Mr. Spicer said this would be of considerable financial benefit to districts with annual budgets of less than $100,000.  He said Mr. Gay and the Upper Delta Board are to be commended for the work they have done on HB123 including their efforts to get Representative Major Thibaut to push this bill forward.

Mr. Spicer said also included in the Commissioners’ folders is a list of all the House and Senate Bills that Commission Members may have an interest in reviewing.
NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Kevin Norton to give the NRCS report. Mr. Norton handed out copies of the Louisiana Conservation Update that featured an article on Mr. John Butterfield, a 17th generation working in agriculture.  He said Mr. Butterfield and his family own an operation of grass-fed beef cattle farm in the Grant SWCD. He said the Strike Force Initiative article in the back of the Update written by Ms. Sarah Haymaker highlights the Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP) and her visit to a middle school, Central City Academy, in New Orleans.
Mr. Norton said the state office and field offices have been very busy and are in the process of working on CSP applications. He said they are using the Environmental Benefits Index to rank the applications. Mr. Norton said the state technical committee met last week to discuss and plan the processes and programs for next year. 

Mr. Norton said that the NRCS state office has filled multiple positions across the state, including District Conservationists, Soil Conservationists, Soil Conservation Technicians, and Engineers. He said there will be multiple job openings soon that will provide opportunities to join NRCS.  He said they will be looking to build up their number of Soil Conservationists across the state.

Mr. Norton complemented the OSWC on their district supervisor leadership training that is conducted in conjunction with the area meetings, and stated that NRCS employees are finding the information pertinent and useful in working with the district boards and staff. Mr. Norton stated that they are looking forward to having the training presented at their next State Leadership Meeting. 

Mr. Norton said that ended his report and asked if anyone had any questions or comments and there were none. Chairman Skains thanked him for the report.
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Edwards if he had any information to add to the report and Mr. Edwards said the two state RCPP recipients from the 2014 application, are currently working with NRCS to sign and implement their contracts. He said the announcement for the 2015 RCPP applications should be made during the month of May. He also stated that the Caddo SWCD is assisting in implementing the pilot project for the OSWC RCPP and are now working to revise and strengthen their long range plan. 

Mr. Spicer said it is required and critical that SWCDs prepare and maintain a current Long Range Plan as well as an Annual Plan that is developed annually from their long range plan. He stressed that more districts should evaluate their plans and revise them to fit their programs needs and objectives.

Mr. Edwards said that had no further comments, and asked if there were any questions and there were none. Chairman Skains thanked him for the report.
Chairman Skains asked Dr. Rogers Leonard if he would like to comment on behalf of the LSU AgCenter. Dr. Leonard said the AgCenter had a very successful forage producer field day with over 100 participants. He said they will be holding a Master Gardner appreciation day next week and he looks forward to a high attendance as well. Dr. Leonard said the AgCenter completed another AgMagic at Parker Coliseum with hundreds of school classes and thousands of visitors attended the event. He said they will be hosting AgMagic on the River in Violet, Louisiana on May 13-15, and the Ag Expo in Shreveport will be held October 22 – November 8, 2015.

Dr. Leonard said that concluded all of his comments. Chairman Skains thanked him for the report.
Correspondence

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is
a resolution from the Upper Delta SWCD that he discussed earlier.  He said the district delivered the resolution to Representative Major Thibaut, Senator Rick Ward, Clerk of the House of Representatives Alfred Speer, Secretary of the Senate Glenn Koepp and Governor Bobby Jindal.  He said this resolution led to House Bill 123 and if approved, this will change the minimum total revenue required for annual auditing from $50,000 to $100,000. Mr. Spicer said that if enacted it would help many districts that are struggling with limited annual budgets. 

Mr. Spicer said the next item is a five month contractual agreement between the Iberia SWCD and Walter Marine, LLC, SSP and asked Mr. Breaux to discuss the agreement.  Mr. Breaux said the agreement addresses the goal of coastal shoreline protection in the Iberia SWCD by designing, building and installing a Non-Rock Shoreline Protection Demonstration Project on Shark Island.  He said upon completion and approval, the Iberia SWCD agrees to pay Walter Marine the total project cost based on Walter Marine’s engineering cost estimate.  Chairman Skains asked for a motion to approve the Iberia SWCD entering into the contract with Walter Marine. Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the Iberia SWCD and Walter Marine, LLC contractual agreement.

Motion:  Mr. Compton made a motion to approve the Iberia SWCD to enter into an agreement between the Iberia SWCD and Walter Marine, LLC as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the next several items are news releases, with the first one from the Times-Picayune showing a strong storm blowing four loaded rail container cars off the elevated trestle in New Orleans and five tornados that touched down in south Louisiana Monday, April 27th.  He said more than 80,000 households were without electricity in our immediate parishes Monday and approximately 6,000 are still without electricity today; hopefully everyone will have power by Friday according to the local news reports.  Mr. Spicer said the next item is a press release from Commissioner Mike Strain urging the public to use licensed horticulture professionals to do any landscaping/yard work. Mr. Spicer said the next item was an article about the shooting of two horses in Red River parish. He said the shooter had been identified and booked on charges of aggravated animal cruelty and animal cruelty.

Mr. Spicer said another news release regards California’s drought and what it means to Louisiana – higher grocery tabs for some items primarily grown in California, such as avocados, but the drought can be good news to some Louisiana farmers whose products will be more in demand, such as sugarcane, soybeans, rice, cotton, and corn as California’s crops are dominated by fruits, vegetables and nuts. He said this news article is a reminder of how crucial water is and why it is so important for Louisiana to take the legislative action to manage the state’s surface and groundwater resources. Mr. Guillory said that he did not see where the Louisiana rice producer would benefit from the California drought.
Mr. Spicer said the next news release regards the invasive Emerald Ash Borer and the 300 large sticky purple traps being set along high risk areas such as the interstate welcome centers to monitor the beetles in order to establish quarantine boundaries.  
He said the next news release reminds landowners to monitor their timber stands and to be mindful when having their timber harvested as annually there are timber contractors arrested for timber theft.
Mr. Spicer said the next news release states that Louisiana agriculture generated $12.7 billion in 2014, which was a $900 million gain over 2013 and the fifth year in a row that agriculture production has increased in Louisiana. He asked Dr. Leonard if he had any comments.  Dr. Leonard said the LSU AgCenter’s Ag Summary was recently released online and compiles Louisiana ag commodities with forestry, beef and soybeans being the leading contributors to the State’s agriculture economy.  Dr. Leonard said forestry had such an increase due to the housing market being up nationwide, pulp wood also was in greater demand because of the State’s wood fuel pellet plants increased production to meet the oversea’s market demands.  He said the cattle industry was also up and that Louisiana farmers planted more acres in soybeans than any other cultivated crop.  He said rice production was about even; cotton productions was up some due to better prices, sweet potatoes were up due to increased fresh markets and that frozen products were replacing canneries in the state.  He said sugar cane, poultry and egg production and other animal commodities including dairy and horses were down due to the reduction in the number of animals and increasing cost of animal feed.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments         
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Mr. Spicer said there were no resignations this month.
Mr. Spicer said the respective conservation districts are requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisors to a new term in office:

Acadia SWCD, Mr. Robert Dale Thibodeaux, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2015 and will expire on June 11, 2018.

Boeuf River SWCD, Mr. Dustin Morris, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin May 1, 2015 and will expire on May 1, 2018.

Bogue Chitto SWCD, Mr. James Rogers, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin May 25, 2015 and will expire on May 25, 2018.

Gulf Coast SWCD, Mr. William Hardeman, Jr., reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2015 and will expire on June 11, 2018.

Jefferson Davis SWCD, Mr. Joseph L. Tupper, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2015 and will expire on June 11, 2018.

Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, Mr. Tim Allen, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin June 11, 2015 and will expire on June 11, 2018.

Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD, Mr. Larry McDaniel, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin May 25, 2015 and will expire on May 25, 2018.

Upper Delta SWCD, Mr. Robert Morris, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin May 13, 2015 and will expire on May 13, 2018.

Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the resignations, appointments and reappointments.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to approve the appointments and reappointments of supervisors Mr. Robert Dale Thibodeaux, appointed position, Acadia SWCD; Mr. Dustin Morris, appointed position, Boeuf River SWCD; Mr. James Rogers, appointed position, Bogue Chitto SWCD; Mr. William Hardeman, Jr., appointed position, Gulf Coast SWCD; Mr. Joseph L. Tupper, appointed position, Jefferson Davis SWCD; Mr. Tim Allen, appointed position, Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD; Mr. Larry McDaniel, appointed position, Tangipahoa-St. Helena SWCD; and Mr. Robert Morris, appointed position, Upper Delta SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

OTher Business  
Chairman Skains asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public and there was none.  

Next meeting

Chairman Skains said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 1:15 P.M. at 5825 Florida Boulevard, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Skains asked if there were any comments from the public and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Skains said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Dauzat made a motion to adjourn at 2:05 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
/S/ Reggie Skains______
Reggie Skains, Chairman 
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